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NATIVE TITLE — ESPERANCE NYUNGAR GOVERNMENT INDIGENOUS LAND USE AGREEMENT 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [9.10 am]: I rise to advise the chamber 
about an important development in the Esperance Nyungar Indigenous land use agreement between the state 
government and the Nyungar native title holders of the Esperance region. I regard native title agreements as the basis 
of a profound partnership with the state of Western Australia; they provide Aboriginal people with the legal certainty 
to be self-determining as well as create a framework for reconciliation. But partnerships have to be nurtured to be 
strengthened for the economic and social benefit of both the Aboriginal community and the wider community. 
This is the case for Esperance. 
Native title was determined by consent over lands in Esperance in 2014. Consequently, the state and various state entities 
entered into the Esperance Nyungar Government Indigenous Land Use Agreement with the Esperance Nyungar 
native title group. An important aspect of the agreement was an expectation that the native title holders could work 
towards financial independence through income generation from their land assets. The Indigenous land use agreement 
states that the provision of benefits to the native title group pursuant to the agreement, which included 53 parcels 
of land, much of it agricultural land, is intended to improve the social and economic circumstances of members of 
the native title group, including by the creation of employment opportunities that are expected to accompany the 
establishment of land-based enterprises owned by the native title group. 
Between 2007 and 2011, prior to the determination, management orders for 12 reserves were transferred to the 
Esperance Nyungar Aboriginal Corporation, or ENAC, which had been established in 2002 on the understanding 
at that time that it represented the native title claim group. For various reasons, such as the passage of time and 
community dynamics, the Esperance Tjaltjraak Native Title Aboriginal Corporation was formed and determined 
as the native title prescribed body corporate under the terms of the ILUA, not the Esperance Nyungar Aboriginal 
Corporation. Despite many discussions and attempts with ENAC over the years to rectify the land management 
arrangements for the 12 reserves, ENAC has continued to derive revenue from seven farm reserves that have been 
leased to non-Aboriginal farmers and which the native title agreement envisaged would be held by the Esperance 
Nyungar native title holders. 
Partnerships are about making things work, and I am happy to say that the resolution of this legacy of confusion 
and mistakes has been addressed through ENAC agreeing to surrender the management orders of those properties, 
which will be transferred to the Esperance Tjaltjraak Native Title Aboriginal Corporation, which is the prescribed 
body corporate. This has been done for the benefit of the Esperance Nyungar native title holders and the whole of the 
Esperance region. The revocation of the management orders by ENAC for transfer to the PBC will enable the agreement 
between the state, state entities and the PBC to be honoured. The PBC represents the interests of a much larger 
cohort of Esperance Nyungars and will honour the current leases so as not to disadvantage the current leaseholders. 
I have previously publicly assured the current leaseholders that this would be the case. I am honoured to be going 
to Esperance later today to hand over the management orders for the 12 properties to the Esperance Nyungar native 
title holders. 
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